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Whilst not a classical player,
Gordon Giltrap is rightly famous
for his wonderful technique and
his entertaining music, often
incorporating playing styles that
are alien to most classical players.
[t is absolutely right therefore that
he has made the decision to pro-
duce what is essentially a master
class taking the player through
many of these styles and letting us
all see just how difficult or not
some of it actually is. Incidentally
the various chapters originated in
the magazine Total Guitar and so
please note, if you have read this
magazine before.

The CD with 54 tracks is of con-
siderable use as on many occa-
sions a theme is demonstrated
first at a slow speed and then at
the correct speed so that we can
all see how it is done. The whole
book is an intensely fascinating
delve into all styles Giltrap and as
such proved for this player at any
rate quite a feat of lateral thinking



[image: image2.jpg]in a few places, especially where
the ‘hammers-on from nowhere’
technique is concerned. This is
where you intersperse a left-hand-
only hammer-on with normally
struck notes, usually at top speed
in a scale-like passage. Quite a
feat, but ever so effective when
you can do it at the speed that
Giltrap can.

In fact the entire contents of the
book are ideal for players like me,
who although they have delved
into styles other than classical,
has never ventured as far as this
book takes you. One quibble is the
relatively small number of daft
printing errors that [ found.
Unfortunately there are three or
four in the very first piece, ‘The
Ecchoing Green’ (sic), where there
is a bar missing on the music
between 10 and 11 but played on
the CD. Also bars 35 and 36 are
markedly different from book to
CD, and there are a couple of
rhythmic errors of notation in bars
10 and bars 34. These are howev-
er relatively small fry when taking
the importance factor of the book
concerned into consideration; a
little more proof reading by whoev-
er checked the manuscripts to the
CD wouldn’'t have gone amiss.
Nevertheless this is a considerable
success and a book I shall be try-
ing to get under my fingers for
many a long day to come

Chris Dumigan




